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"But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord." -Luke 2:10 - 11 

Advent is a season of hope and the fulfillment of God's promise in the birth of a little baby
found asleep in a manger. We place our faith in that promise and in this time of waiting we
look forward towards what is to come. For a long time, as our congregation has faced the
challenges of the global pandemic, economic stressors across many households and our
vacancy, we have struggled at times to maintain our hope. However, we look to the star as
it guides us, we listen to the shepherds as they talk about angels, and we feel our hearts
overflow when we contemplate the child, given to us, as God's love personified. We
welcome the Messiah into our midst and into our lives this holiday season. For some
people Christmas will be hard, a reminder, perhaps, of what we've do not have and what
we've lost, instead of a time of joy and hope. We pray for them and everyone that the spirit
of a baby may remind us that the love of God is here, with us, not only during Christmas
but throughout the year.
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Join us in-person or on YouTube, Saturday, December 24 for a Christmas Eve Service at 7
PM and for service on Sunday, December 25th at 10 AM.

With its promise of Hope, Advent is a wonderful time for the Search Team and

Session to announce the upcoming Preach for a Call service. It's been two

years of searching, ensuring all due diligence was observed and we now

feel entirely confident in the minister we believe is the God-Called pastor for St.

Lawrence. The Session unanimously supported this candidate presented by

the Search team. To that end, we ask all members who are able and

comfortable with attending in-person to come for:

Rev. Lynn Nichol

to Preach for a Call

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2023

A question and answer period for Rev. Nichol will follow and then a

congregational meeting to discuss the Call. For those members who are yet

uncomfortable attending in-person, the service, Q&A and meeting will be

broadcast on our YouTube channel (the link for our YouTube channel is found

at the bottom of the newsletter). You will be able to ask questions using the

chat feature connected with the broadcast and we will ensure that it is included

in the discussion. For those members not online, they will be approached by

their elders and we will ensure that their voice and vote are counted. 

We hope everyone is as excited as Session and the Search Team for our

wonderful  candidate and we also hope to see you on Dec. 11th.
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After a two year absence, St. Lawrence's Christmas trees are again available for sale! Prices range from
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$50 to $70 depending on size. Get yours now as supplies are limited and people are eager to renew this

Holiday tradition.
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Among the many culinary delights of Christmas, shortbread cookies are a

perennial favourite. This month's recipe is a super-easy and delicious version

that will be quick to disappear. Luckily, it makes a large batch.

Whipped Shortbread

1 lb. of Butter, softened

1 cup of Icing Sugar

1/2 cup of cornstarch

3 cups of flour

1 tsp Vanilla Extract

Beat all ingredients together until they are well blended. Drop from a spoon

onto a greased baking sheet. Decorate with sprinkles or pieces of candied red

or green cherries.Bake for 15 minutes at 350 degrees. Makes 8 to 9 dozen. 

The St. Lawrence's Post-Worship Service Fellowship Hour will now be held on

the third Sunday of each month.
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Events this Holiday Season

Saturday, December 3, 2022 at 7:00PM, Trinity Community Church, 570 Gainsborough Road, will host

a concert: Songs of the Season. Come for a celebration of Christmas and enjoy some refreshments and

snacks. Accepting Free Will Offering.

Tuesday, December 6, 2022, 7:00 - 8:00 PM; Knox Presbyterian Church, 55 Hincks St. St. Thomas will

be holding a community memorial service, "Living with Loss During the Holidays"; fellowship and

refreshments to follow in the lower hall. For more information, please contact Rev. Mavis Currie by

Phone: 519-631-2414 or Email at m.currie@knoxstthomas.ca 

Camp Kintail is offering an impressive schedule of events and programs this year. Check out the latest

news at their website: www.campkintail.ca
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While SO much is in the news, illustrating deep needs worldwide, there hasn't been much

about the severe drought in East Africa- affecting Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia and the

DR Congo. Acute hunger is increasing. It is predicted that 20 million people will be in

intense need and malnutrition by September. 

One of the groups in a coalition working to address this dire need is Presbyterian World

Service and Development. 

Here is the link to the donation link with info about the matching program.

https://www.humanitariancoalition.ca/hunger-crisis
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Keep Your Connection!
The Winter 2022/23 copy of the PCC Connection newspaper is now

available! You can access a digital copy of the paper by clicking on this

link: https://presbyterian.ca/presbyterian-connection/

PRESBYTERIAN WORLD SHARING & DEVELOPMENT
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For insight into the activities of PWSD check their page at: https://presbyterian.ca
/pwsd/

Things to Know:
The St. Lawrence Email Newsletter

is released on a monthly schedule. 

-Alison Wiliams

Clerk of Session

The Worship Service broadcasts

can be found at:

https://www.youtube.com

/stlawrencepresbyterian

or at the church's website at:

https://www.stlawrencepc.ca 

You can also find us on Facebook

at https://www.facebook.com

/stlawrencepres/

If you would like to give your offering

to the church, please follow this link

and it will help you do

so, https://www.stlawrencepc.ca

/giving-volunteering

Please Pray:

For Nancy and her family

For Graeme and Marchia,

For Mac

For Theresa and Jennifer as they

work as nurses

For Joan and her family

For Marion

For  Sharon

For Wendi 

For Sherry

For Betty

For Myrtle and Dave

For Marina

For Janice and Bob

For Ross MacKay and his Family

For the Brideau Family

For Bob

For Garth

For the Wright Family

For George Ireland

For the Jones Family

Our church as it addresses this

vacancy!

For the People of Ukraine

In Gratitude:

For  our Search Team
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Blessings and Peace

The Session of St Lawrence Presbyterian Church
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